CHAPTER XI

TO THE EAST AS A  CADET

nnOWABDS the end of the month (November) by desire
JL of Mr. Coggan, I attended before a Committee of
Directors to undergo the usual examination as a cadet.
Being called into the Committee room after a waiting of
near two hours in the lobby, at which my pride was
greatly offended, I saw three old Dons sitting close to the
fire, haying by them a large table, with pens, ink, paper,
and a number of books lying upon it. Having surveyed
me, as I conceived, rather contemptuously, one of them
in such a snivelling strange tone that I could scarcely
understand him, said :

" Well, young gentleman, what is your age ? "

Having answered "Nineteen," he continued:

"Have you ever served, I mean been in the army ?
Though I presume from your age and appearance you
cannot."

I replied, " I had not."

" Can you go through the manual exercise ? "

"No, sir."

" Then you must take care and learn it."

I bowed.

" You know the terms upon which you enter our service? "

" Yes, Sir."

" Are you satisfied therewith ? "

"Yes, Sir."

A Clerk who was writing at the table then told me 1
might withdraw, whereupon I made my conge and retired.
From the Committee room I went to Mr. Coggan's office,
who after making me sit down for near an hour, presented
me with my appointment as a cadet, also an order for me
to be received and accommodated with a passage to Madras
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